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Steve rides to beat Black Dog
Some of you will remember Jerry
Farsoun's flight around Australia last
year in his `flying hanky' to raise
awareness about depression.

Well, a bloke from Busselton is
about to do the same thing, this time
on his silver BMW motorbike.

Inspired by Jerry Farsoun, Steve
Andrews will start a solo motorbike
trip around Australia to raise com-
munity awareness of an epidemic that
is sweeping our country - depres-
sion.

Depression is the third biggest in-
dividual health problem in Australia
after heart disease and stroke and in
the workplace accounts for six mil-
lion working days lost each year.
About one million adults and
100,000 young people live with the ill-
ness.

Steve has named his journey the
Black Dog Ride which starts at 10am
on Sunday, July 26, from Busselton.
He aims to be back in Busselton on
Thursday, August 20

First stop is Albany followed by
Norseman, Nundroo, Adelaide, Mt
Gambier, Melbourne, Bateman's
Bay, Sydney, Port Macquarie, Coff's
Harbour, Brisbane, Mackay, Cairns,
Cloncurry. Camooweal, Tennant
Creek, Elliot, Katherine, Darwin,
back to Katherine, Timber Creek,
Kununurra, Broome, Sandfire, Port
Hedland, Karratha. Nanutarra, Car-
narvon, Northampton. Cataby,
Perth, Bunbury, and finally Bussel-
ton.

Steve decided to do the trip after
several friends and relations had suf-
fered depression, some of them com-
mitting suicide.

As well as raising awareness of de-
pression, Steve aims to raise $75,000
which will go to the free Suicide Call
Back Service.

Winston the dog will be Steve's rid-
ing companion.

"Winston is well-behaved and
spends most of his life sitting quietly
on the pillion seat," Steve said.

"He is very friendly and never

barks or bites so please say hello to
him if you see us on the road.

"Winston isn't a real dog, he is pre-
dominantly black and is purely sym-
bolic and hopefully a bit of fun.

"I did get an email from the Lions
Club in Cairns - Lions have orga-
nised nearly all of my accommoda-
tion around the country - who said
they were having a little trouble orga-
nising `dog friendly' accommodation
for me in town and would it be all
right if I stayed on a property some
way out of town. I cracked up!"

Steve works from a home office on
a few acres just outside Busselton (at
the gateway to the Margaret River
wine region) with his wife Jennifer
where they run a chain of day spas -
www.escapedayspas.com.au.

"This is my biggest ride since I rode
across the country on a Honda CB
750 in 1971 (aged 17) in the days be-
fore the Nullarbor was bitumenised."

One of the sponsors is AirHawk
Guy, supplying Steve with an Air-
Hawk cushion.

"No more numb bum!" Steve said.
More sponsorship is needed to

cover fuel costs, so if you can help
contact Steve at steve@blackdo-
gride.com.au for details.

"Remember, depression is an ill-
ness, not a weakness," Steve said.

"If we talk about depression and
work together, we can make a differ-
ence."

CHINA DISCUSSIONS ON WOOL'S FU-
TURE
The future of wool in the internation-
al marketplace will be discussed dur-
ing two study tours to China in Octo-
ber.

Edutravel is hosting the tours to
meet wool processors.

One is an eight-day tour and the
other is for 15 days, starting on Octo-
ber 10.

To register and for more informa-
tion, contact Lucy Radzikowska on
9486 2100 or email lucy@wafarm-
ers.org.au

GLOBAL WARMING CAUSES UNDER
SCRUTINY
As written on this page last week,
farmers have every reason to be con-
cerned about proposed carbon taxes.

James Cook University's Professor
Bob Carter read the piece last week
and forwarded me a press release,
complete with relevant websites,
which should be of interest to the
man on the land - in fact, all citi-
zens.

Headed Due Diligence on Minis-
ter Wong's Climate Answers, it was
compiled by scientists Bob Carter, Dr
David Evans, Associate Professor
Stewart Franks and Bill Kininmonth.

Here is the press release:
"Minister Wong's responses to

Senator Fielding's climate questions
have provided the opportunity for an
independent audit of Australia's sci-
entific justification for proceeding
with emissions trading legislation.

"Time constraints necessitated
that our audit be selective. Nonethe-
less, we provide in the attached report
a preliminary due diligence assess-
ment of the Minister's response, and
therefore of the IPCC advice upon
which the Government has shaped its
climate legislation.

"Senator Fielding's summary of
the results of his discussions with
Minister Wong can be found here:
http://www. stevefielding. com. au/cli-
mate_change/.

"And a full set of relevant docu-
ments are posted here: http://joanne-
nova.com. au/global-warming/the-
wong-fielding-meeting-on-global-
warming-documents/.

"Our conclusion is that, in respon-
ding to the questions posed by Sen-
ator Fielding, the Minister has failed
to provide any evidence that human
carbon dioxide emissions are causing
dangerous global warming.

"Beyond that, it is evident that the
whole IPCC casefor dangerous
warming is irredeemably flawed, be-
cause it rests on speculative computer
modelling and lacks empirical sup-
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